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SUBJECT: BERLIN SPD RANK-AND - FILE INCREASINGLY CRITICAL OF 
SCHUETZ 

REE: USBERLIN 0675 

1. UNHAPPINESS WITH LEADERSHIP OF GOVMAYOR KLAUS SCHUETZ 
AMONG BERLIN SPD RANK-AND-FILE HAS BEEN EVIDENT FOR 
MONTHS. UNTIL RECENTLY, HOWEVER, EXPRESSIONS OE SUCH 
UNHAPPINESS WERE RELATIVELY MUTED, APART PROM ANONYMOUS 
MEMORANDUM CIRCULATED NUMBER OP WEEKS AGO AND ATTRIBUTED 
TO RIGHT-WING SOCIALISTS. IN PAST PEW DAYS, NUMBER OP 
"BETRIEBSGRUPPEN" OF SPD HAVE BEEN ISSUING OPEN STATE- 
MENTS CALLING FOR IMPROVEMENT IN PARTY'S IMAGE. (WITH 
"ABTEILUNGEN", BETRIEBSGRUPPEN ARE SMALLEST ELEMENTS OP 
BERLIN SPD; ABTEILUNGEN ARE ESSENTIALLY NEIGHBORHOOD 
GROUPS WHILE BETRIEBSGRUPPEN ARE SPD UNITS AT LARGE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 USBERL 00700 091647Z 
BUSINESS OR ENTERPRISES.) 

2. BETRIEBSGRUPPE OF BERLIN TRANSPORT COMPANY ( BUS 
AND SUBWAY SYSTEM), WHICH REPUTEDLY REPRESENTS 
3,000 OF BERLIN'S ESTIMATED 30,000 REGISTERED SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS, IN OPEN LETTER TO SCHUETZ ON MARCH 8 
CALLED FOR " THE NECESSARY POLITICAL AND PERSONNEL 
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CHANGES IN THE BERLIN SPD", WITHOUT WHICH " IT WILL BE 
IMPOSSIBLE TO REGAIN THE CONFIDENCE OF THE BERLIN 
WORKING POPULATION." SCHUETZ HAS AGREED 
TO SEE REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS GROUP BUT DATE FOR 
MEETING NOT YET FIXED. 

3. SPD BUSINESS MANAGER, PETER WEISS, AN OUTSPOKEN 
RIGHT-WING SOCIALIST, ADMITTED TO TAGESSPIEGEL, 

ACCORDING TO MARCH 9 EDITION OF PAPER, THAT OPEN 
LETTER HAD ARTICULATED UNHAPPINESS WITHIN PARTY AND 
THAT " THE BERLIN SPD AT THE PRESENT TIME IS IN A 
DEFENSIVE POSTURE AND UNABLE TO CONCENTRATE ITS 
STRENGTH ON AN OFFENSIVE POLICY". HOWEVER, THERE 
ARE SIGNS THAT SCHUETZ MAY BE READY, AT ALONG LAST, 

TO GO ON OFFENSIVE. HE IS SCHEDULED TO MEET 

BEFORE WILMERSDORF SPD " KREISDELGIERTENKONFERENZ" 

( PARTY CONGRESS AT DISTRICT LEVEL) ON MARCH II. 

PETER WEISS IS CHAIRMAN OF THAT GROUP. ONE REA- 
SON FOR SCHUETZ' WILLINGNESS TO BEGIN DEFENDING 
HIMSELF AT GRASS ROOTS LEVEL MAY E THAT ABTEILUNG 
5 ( GRUNEWALD) OF WILMERSDORF SPD ORGANIZATION HAS EX- 
PRESSED INTENTION OF INTRODUCING MOTION CRITICAL OF 
BERLIN SPD LEADERSHIP. 

4. IN TV APPEARANCE OF MARCH 8, FOLLOWING HIS RE- 
TURN FROM BONN CONFERENCE ON INNER-GERMAN POLICY, SCHUETZ 
WAS ASKED ABOUT RUMORS OF HIS BEING REPLACED BY 
WISCHNEWSKI. HE REITERATED HIS INTENTION OF CONTINUING 

ON AS MAYOR SO LONG AS HE HAD THE SUPPORT, AND SAID 
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THAT FROM WHAT HE COULD NOW JUDGE THE RUMORS WERE SUB- 
SIDING. AS TO WISCHNEWSKI, HIS CLOSE FRIEND, HE HAD DIS- 
CUSSED THEMATER WITH HIM IN BONN. WISCHNEWSKI STATED HE 
HAD NOT SOLICITED THE JOB OF MAYOR IN BERLIN AND WAS NOT 
INTERESTED. SCHUETZ SAID WITH THIS THE MATTER WAS NOW 
SETTLED. 

5. COMMENT. IT REAMSINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER SCHUETZ CAN 
BEGIN, AT THIS LATE DATE, TO REBUILD HIS POSITION 
WITHIN BERLIN SPD R ANK- AND-FTI E-PARTICI TT . ARI ,Y THOSE 
ASSOCIATED WITH RIGHT-WING. ALTHOUGH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF BERLIN SPD AND SPD CAUCUS LEADERS IN HOUSE OF REPS 
HAVE REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN SCHUETZ, THEIR 
POSITION COULD CHANGE IF SUFFICIENT ANTI-SCHUETZ PRESSURE 
BUILDS UP FROM LOWER LEVELS OF PARTY. 

GEORGE 
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